Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh                            Summer Read                                      Incoming 5th grade
Directions:  On a separate sheet of lined paper, neatly answer the questions below in complete sentences.  You will be graded on neatness and quality of the answers.
1.  An exciting story relies on a crisis to make things more interesting for the reader. What crisis is described in the first chapter?
2. What did Mrs. Frisby assume happened to the animal(s) who stored the food that she found?
3. For each of Mrs. Frisby’s children, write one thing which would describe him/her.
Teresa:
 Martin:
 Cynthia:
 Timothy:
4. Why was it dangerous for Mrs. Frisby to venture too close to the farmhouse and barn?
5. Why does Mrs. Frisby go to see Mr. Ages? What did he advise her?
6. What traumatic event seemed to be the beginning of Timothy’s health problems?
7. Although Mr. Ages tells Mrs. Frisby that the medicine will help Timothy recover, what stern warning does he also offer? For how long will this be in effect?
8. Foreshadowing is a literary device where the author provides a hint as to what happen later in the story. How might the warning of Mr. Ages be an example of this?
9. Why was it courageous for Mrs. Frisby to help Jeremy?
10. What unusual things did Mrs. Frisby see in the rats’ hideaway?

11.  What was Isabella’s first impression of Mrs. Frisby?

12. Why was Nicodemus reluctant to allow Mrs. Frisby to help the rats with their plan?

13. How did Mr. Ages break his ankle and how did Jonathan die?

14. When the rats were put in the maze, what would happen to them if they went a wrong way?

15. What is the purpose for having three rat groups?  Use citation from the text to explain how it worked.  

16.   What subjects did the rats read about while in the library?  Why did they choose to read about these subjects?

17.  In chapter 21, who is talking here?  “But what I like best was history. I read about the ancient Egyptians, the Greeks and Romans and the Dark Ages when the old civilizations fell apart.  The only people who could read and write were the Monks.”  Why were the Monks so fascinating to him?

18.   In chapter 24, What important news did Mrs. Frisby overhear?

19. What was Martin determined to do at the end of the book?

20. [bookmark: _GoBack]What do you think is the author’s main purpose for writing this story?  In other words, what is his underlying message in this story? 




