
AP Seminar Introductory Assignment

Welcome to AP Seminar! The College Board describes this class as “a foundational course that
engages students in cross-curricular conversations that explore the complexities of academic and
real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent perspectives.” This will be a challenging, yet
gratifying, year of critical thinking, analysis, research, and collaboration that will help you gain
confidence in your own voice. You will look at authors’ arguments through a variety of
perspectives, examine real-world issues, and develop and defend your own credible arguments,
both individually and collaboratively.

I will collect your completed summer assignments on the first day of school, and your work will
lay a foundation for your first two assignments of the school year.

Task: To get a sense of the spirit of our course, evaluate the attached four documents:

1. Lewis Carroll, “Chapter 1, Looking-Glass House,” from Through the Looking-Glass

2. Arthur Schlesinger Jr., “The Historian as Participant,” from Daedalus

3. Lila Abu-Lughod, “Attitudes Toward Muslim Women in the West,” from
an interview with the Asia Society.

4. 3D Pavement Art, by Joe Hill

First, think of these resources as a collection. That said, what makes them a collection? What
binds them together? Go beyond the obvious. Try to see the resources—and their possible
meanings—from multiple viewpoints. What central idea, issue, tension, or conflict do they
have in common? Note that there is no single correct answer; the possibilities are, perhaps,
limitless. Use whatever note-taking strategy works for you to document your thinking.
Compose a detailed response (2 paragraphs will do) that summarizes the collection and
clearly identifies the connection/central idea.

Second, once you have identified what unites these sources as a collection, propose one
additional text—written, audio, visual, and otherwise—to add to this collection. You may
select your text from any source you deem appropriate. You will also need to identify how
your choice extends or deepens the existing collection of texts. Please write a couple of
sentences explaining your choice.




























































